
       
       

  

  

    
   

    
      

    

  

       

  

 
    

  

   
     
     

 

  

  

i i

i i

        

   
    

       
  

     

 

 

- -

VAXFACTS DDNY 
Disability NewsDisability News 

Table of Contents: 

01 Welcome! 

02  COVID News (1/2) 

03 COVID News (2/2) 

04 COVID News (2/2) 

05 Med ca d Changes  

06 Safety Gu del nes  

  

Questions, comments, 
suggestions for our next 

issue? Contact us! 

Katie McGrath, MSS, LSW 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Rose F. Kennedy CERC, Bronx, NY 

484 886 8208 
Kathleen.mcgrath@einsteinmed.edu 

Welcome to our 
Winter 2023 Newsletter! 

What is this newsletter about? 
'News you can use' about COVID-19 for 

people with disabilities 

Who is it for? 
Children and adults with disabilities 

Family members and caregivers 

Healthcare providers & agency staff 

Anyone who would like to read it! 

Meet the Editors 

Danielle Lanzetta Paul Rivera Luz Cantres 

Katie McGrath Joanne Siegel Amy Morales-Lara 

Ricky Co'lon 

Tiffany Melendez 

Supported by funding from the New York State Developmental Disabilities 
Planning Council to the Rose F. Kennedy University Center of Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities (2022-2023) 
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COVID-19 News 

The New York Times, "What the End of the Covid 
Public Health Emergency Could Mean for You" 

On May 11th, the Biden administration will officially end the Covid public health 
emergency classification. 
If you have private insurance: 

You will no longer be eligible for free at-home tests (currently, 8 per month) or free 
treatments like Paxlovid. 

If you have Medicare: 
You will likely have co-pays for tests and antiviral therapies. 
You will be able to get free vaccines and at-home tests. 

If you have Medicaid: 
Covid tests and vaccines will be free until 2024, due to the American Rescue Plan & 
the Inflation Reduction Act. 

If you are not insured: 
Temporary Medicaid coverage for tests, vaccines and treatments may end. 
You will likely need to rely on public health programs, which vary by region. 

Source: Dani Blum, The New York Times (February 1, 2023) 

Read article here: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/01/well/live/covid-public-health-emergency.html 

Key Points: 

Disability Scoop, "Big Changes coming to Medicaid, Disability 
Services as Public Health Emergency Ends" 

The Public Health Emergency has been in place since 2020 and will end on May 11, 
2023. 

The emergency declaration has provided federal funding to Medicaid services and 
additional flexibilities to home and community-based service providers (e.g., 
telehealth, remote work, etc.) 

If you have a disability, it is very important to: 
respond to any emails or mail from the Medicaid office 
update your address and contact information with the state (most 
important) and healthcare/service providers 
Make sure you are compliant with financial eligibility rules under Medicaid 

Source: Michelle Diament, Disability Scoop (February 6, 2023) 

Read article here: 
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2023/02/06/big-changes-coming-to-medicaid-disability-services-as-

public-health-emergency-ends/30229/ 

Key Points: 
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COVID-19 News 

The Washington Post, "Covid During Pregnancy Increases 
Risk of Maternal Mortality, Study Finds" 

A recent study published in BMJ Global Health found that pregnant women 
infected with Covid during pregnancy had a 7 times higher risk of death than 
those without Covid. 
The study sample included over 13,000 pregnant women across 12 countries, 
including the U.S. 
Researchers also found that infants born with Covid were also at risk for 
adverse health outcomes. 

Source: Sabrina Malhi, The Washington Post (January 16, 2023) 

Read article here: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2023/01/16/pregnant-covid-infection-death-hospitalization/ 

Key Points: 

The New York Times, "China Cautiously Takes 

to the Road for Lunar New Year" 
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China has lifted its strict Covid travel restrictions to allow for travel over 
the Lunar New Year - one of China's most important holidays - on January 
22nd. 
Government officials lifted the travel ban because of public discontent and 
economic pressures. 
Travel is expected to double over the holiday and also coincides with a 
peak in Covid cases in China. 

Source: Chang Che & John Liu, New York Times (January 23, 2023) 

Read article here: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/21/world/asia/china-lunar-new-year-travel-covid.html? 

Key Points: 
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Important Information for 
Medicaid Recipients 

Disability Events 

4 

Ballet and creative movement classes 
focus on building gross motor skills, 
musicality, and expression through 
dance. 
Includes live music accompaniment. 
Ages 5-7: Sunday, 9:20-10:00am 
Ages 8-11: Sunday, 10:10-10:50am 

Adaptive Dance for Kids 

NEW! Ballet Academy East (in NYC) is 
offering a new adaptive dance program for 

children on the ASD spectrum or those 
with sensory sensitivities. 

About the Program: 

For more information, visit 
https://www.balletacademyeast.com/ 

adaptive-dance/ 

call NYS Department of Health at 1 855 355 5777 (TTY: 1 800 662 1220) 
Log into your account at nystateofhealth.ny.gov, or 
Contact an enrollment assistor here 

New Yorkers: Important Changes Are Coming Soon to New York 

Medicaid, Child Health Plus and the Essential Plan 

URGENT! 
Do you or a family member have health insurance through New York State Medicaid, Child Health Plus 

or the Essential Plan? These insurance plans will be resuming eligibility reviews and renewals 
this spring. 

To get ready for upcoming Medicaid changes: 

1) Sign up for text alerts: text START to 1 866 988 0327 
2) Make sure your address and contact information is up to date. 

To update your info: 

For more information, visit https://info.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/COVID 19 Changes 

Study procedures: learn more here 
Study aim: to understand how COVID 
affects the health of children and young 
adults, and why some people experienced 
prolonged illness (Long-COVID) 
Eligibility: 0-25 years old 

infected OR uninfected by COVID 
able to travel to NYU Langone for several 
study visits. 

Contact: CALL: 646- 754-5095 
EMAIL: RECOVERkids@nyulangone.org 
VISIT: www.recovercovidkids.org 

RECOVER: COVID Research 
Study at NYU 

As part of a multi-site NIH sponsored study, 
researchers at NYU are recruiting up to 40,000 

children and adults - both with and without 
COVID. 
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COVID Trends: 14-Day Change (%) 
January 31, 2023 - February 14, 2023 

■ NYC 

■ NYS 

■ US 

COVID Cases: NYC, NY, & US 

This chart ^ shows the percent (%) change in COVID cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in 
NYC, NYS, and the US over the past 14 days. 

(Data Source: New York Times, Coronavirus: Latest Map & Case Count, 02/13/2023) 
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Fortunately, cases are dropping noticeably in New York City (-35%) and State 
(-27%), as well as the United States (-13%). 

Hospitalization rates are also decreasing across the country (-11%), New York 
City (-17%), and New York State (-21%). 

COVID-related deaths have plateaud (no change) in New York City and 
decreased in both New York State (-6%) and the entire United States (-13%). 

Cases: 

Hospitalizations: 

Deaths: 



   

        
   

     
 

 
       

   
  

  

           
    

 

      

    

 
      

         
  
   

       
  

   

        

       
 

         
    

   

  

COVID-19 Safety Guidelines for People with Disabilities 

People with disabilities are at increased 

risk for COVID-related hospitalization, 
sickness, and death. 

Get vaccinated & boosted. 

To find a COVID-19 (+/- flu) vaccination location: 
go to: www.vaccines.gov 
call the U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Line: 

1-800-232-0233 
TTY 1-888-720-7489 

call your local pharmacy or doctor's office 

NYC residents can call: 
877-VAX4NYC (877-829-4692) 

Wear a mask. 

Avoid crowded places and stay 6 feet away from people who 
don't live with you. 

Get tested. 

Find a COVID-19 testing site at: 
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/testing/index.html 

Order free home-tests at: 
COVIDtests.gov 

NYC residents: 
call 311 for testing & vaccine info 

U.S. residents: Need help finding a test site? 
call 1-800-232-0233 
TTY Line: 1-888-720-7489 

Video instructions for COVID home-tests available at: 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/self-testing-

videos.html 

Stay home if sick. 6 

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/self-testing
https://COVIDtests.gov
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/testing/index.html
www.vaccines.gov



