AS OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2022, FACEMASKS ARE NO LONGER REQUIRED TO BE
WORN IN SCHOOLS IN NEW YORK.
It's normal to feel anxious about change. If you have questions,
ask your teacher or another trusted adult.

Guidance Changed
Because cases are going
down. This decision was
based on good and
reliable science.
I choose to still
wear a mask!

Be respectful and kind
to your friends, family,
and teachers whether
they choose to wear a
face-mask or not.

Thanks for
telling me!

Regardless of
whether masking is
required you may
still choose to
wear a mask.

AS OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2022, FACEMASKS ARE NO LONGER REQUIRED TO BE WORN
IN SCHOOLS IN NEW YORK STATE.
Change can be hard and stressful, especially for kids. Below
are some answers to common questions students may ask.
Why did the guidance change?
As the science around COVID-19 evolves, so do recommendations.
decisions are based on the Best, most recent science. The CDC's new
COVID-19 Community Level framework takes into account different
community indicators of COVID-19.

When should I wear a mask?

■

The CDC now recommends people wear face-masks when in an area with a high community
COVID-19 level.

■

In areas with a medium community COVID-19 level, those who are immunocompromised or at risk
for severe disease should talk to their healthcare provider about masking.

■

In areas with a low COVID-19 community level, people may wear a mask based on their personal
preference.

How do I know what my county’s community COVID-19 level is?
The CDC COVID-19 Community Levels webpage has data available for all NYS Counties.

Can I still wear a mask?
YES! everyone may choose to still wear A Mask. people may choose to continue to
wear a mask due to being immunocompromised and at higher risk of severe COVID19, being unable to be vaccinated, or caring for someone else who is high risk.

The most important to be respectful of everyone’s personal
choice to wear a face-mask or not.

