
                 
 

                                                                   

 
 
 

 
        

 
   

                 
                      

 
  
  

 
 

  
   

                                   
 

    
 

 
 

   
     

    
 

     
           

 
   

 
 
   

  
   

 
 

      
    

        
  

 
   

   
 

  
 

 

 
                                                                        

News Release 
GEORGE LATIMER, Westchester County Executive   

Date: January 23, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Catherine Cioffi 
Communications Director 

Office - (914) 995-2932 
Cell- (914) 954 -5579 

CCioffi@westchestergov.com 
Caren Halbfinger 

Office – (914) 813-5013 
Cell – (914) 224-7651 

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT PREPARES FOR CORONAVIRUS 

No Immediate Threat 

(White Plains, NY) – With the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) closely monitoring an 
outbreak caused by 2019 novel coronavirus first identified in Wuhan, China, the Westchester County 
Department of Health is ready for the possibility that travelers with the virus could arrive in the County. 

The County Health Department is working with state and federal partners to learn more about this virus, is 
sharing information with local medical providers and has created a web page on coronavirus for the public. 
The County Health Department would coordinate any local response with the New York State Department of 
Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, local hospitals, medical providers, and emergency 
medical services. 

“While the risk to residents is low, our training prepares us to handle emerging disease outbreaks like this,” 
said Sherlita Amler, MD, Commissioner of Health. “Anyone who has symptoms and recently traveled to 
Wuhan or has had contact with someone from Wuhan should first call their health care provider and await 
further instructions to avoid exposing others.” 

The first U.S. case of this new coronavirus was identified in a Washington state man who returned from Wuhan, 
China, on Jan. 15, before federal health officials initiated airport screening. Measures are now in place to screen 
and monitor travelers from this region at five U.S. airports, including John F. Kennedy International Airport in 
New York. 

Cases of novel coronavirus have been identified in Thailand, Japan, Taiwan and South Korea, as well as China 
and the U.S. Symptoms may include runny nose, headache, fever, cough, sore throat and a general ill feeling. 
There is no specific treatment for illnesses caused by coronaviruses. Most people will recover on their own after 
resting and drinking plenty of fluids. To receive symptoms, people with the virus can take pain and fever 
medication, use a room humidifier or take hot showers to help ease a sore throat and cough. 

mailto:CCioffi@westchestergov.com
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus


   
   

   
 

  

 
 

   
   

   
         

   
    

      
 

     
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

        
 

 
 

Coronaviruses most commonly spread from an infected person to others through coughing and sneezing, close 
persona contact, touching an object or surface with the virus on it, then toughing your mouth, nose or eyes 
before washing your hands, or rarely, fecal contamination. 

For more information about coronavirus, go to www.westchestergov.com/health. 

About Westchester County 
Westchester County, located in the heart of the historic Hudson Valley, covers 500 square miles and has a 
population of just under a million. Originally home to Native Americans, who were members of the Lenape 
tribe, it is today a rich mix of many cultures and landscapes. The County is a blend of bustling cities, quaint 
villages and picturesque towns as well as open spaces and a network of beautiful parks. Westchester is made up 
of 6 cities, 19 towns and 20 villages. Westchester County is known for top-notch public schools, and a high 
quality of life. The County is also an intellectual capital, boasting a highly educated workforce, competitive 
colleges and universities, Fortune 500 companies, world changing non-profits, and cutting-edge research 
centers. Westchester is led by County Executive George Latimer, who took office in January 2018 as the ninth 
County Executive. Using inclusion and openness as a foreground, Latimer is fighting to make Westchester a 
destination for all people to live, work and enjoy. Learn more about Westchester County by visiting 
www.westchestergov.com 

Follow Westchester County 
www.facebook.com/wchealthdept 

www.twitter.com/wchealthdept 

Facebook - Twitter - YouTube - Instagram 
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