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COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT STATEMENT ON CORONAVIRUS 

No Cases 

(White Plains, NY) – Responding to questions from the public and media, the Westchester County Department 
of Health wants to reassure residents that there are no known cases of the novel coronavirus in Westchester and 
the risk to the general public remains low. 

There are seven types of coronaviruses. Most cause respiratory symptoms similar to the common cold, with 
mild to moderate illness, such as coronaviruses 229E, NL63, OC43 and HKU1. These four types of coronavirus 
are quite common and not worrisome. Only SARS, MERS and novel coronavirus frequently cause severe 
illness. 

It is important to know that if there were a case, residents would hear about it from the County Health 
Department. Testing for this new type of coronavirus cannot be performed without the cooperation of both the 
County and State Department of Health, and both departments would be involved in notifying the public and 
limiting the spread of the illness. 

With this new coronavirus now declared a public health emergency of international concern, it is 
understandable that residents may be wary. However, there is no reason for people without symptoms to stay 
home from work or school, or to cancel events. 

As always, the best way to avoid viruses during cold and flu season is: 
o Avoid exposure – Avoid close contact with people who are sick with fever and cough. 
o Wash hands frequently with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are 

unavailable, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
o Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 
o Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue away and wash your hands. 
o If someone in your home is sick, clean and disinfect high-touch surfaces such as door knobs and 

faucet handles with a bleach solution. This is especially helpful during flu season, and any time. 
o And of course, get a flu shot if you have not already done so. 
o Stay home when you are ill to avoid exposing others. 
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For more information about novel coronavirus, go to www.westchestergov.com/health. 

About Westchester County 
Westchester County, located in the heart of the historic Hudson Valley, covers 500 square miles and has a 
population of just under a million. Originally home to Native Americans, who were members of the Lenape 
tribe, it is today a rich mix of many cultures and landscapes. The County is a blend of bustling cities, quaint 
villages and picturesque towns as well as open spaces and a network of beautiful parks. Westchester is made up 
of 6 cities, 19 towns and 20 villages. Westchester County is known for top-notch public schools, and a high 
quality of life. The County is also an intellectual capital, boasting a highly educated workforce, competitive 
colleges and universities, Fortune 500 companies, world changing non-profits, and cutting-edge research 
centers. Westchester is led by County Executive George Latimer, who took office in January 2018 as the ninth 
County Executive. Using inclusion and openness as a foreground, Latimer is fighting to make Westchester a 
destination for all people to live, work and enjoy. Learn more about Westchester County by visiting 
www.westchestergov.com 
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